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IN CELEBRATION OF MISS SADIE 
THOMAS’ 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 27, 2011 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I am happy to stand before you today to cele-
brate the 100th birthday of one of my constitu-
ents, Miss Sadie Thomas. 

Sadie Thomas was born on July 27, 1911 in 
Jeffersonville, Georgia. Aunt Sadie to her fam-
ily, Sadie spent most of her life on her family 
farm with her brother John. Sadie and John 
began their lives as sharecroppers, eventually 
moving on to their own plot of land. As a small 
farmer, she worked hard all her life, picking 
cotton and growing tomatoes, corn, squash 
and other crops. 

From the very beginning, Sadie has re-
mained a deeply religious woman, devoted to 
her family. When her sister passed away, 
leaving two children behind, Sadie helped 
raise both children on her farm with her moth-
er. 

To this day she remains a lifelong member 
of the Lizzie Harrell Baptist Church in Jef-
fersonville. She now resides near her family in 
a nursing home in my district. 

As her friends and family celebrate her 
100th birthday, we are all thankful that she is 
of sound mind and body. Mr. Speaker, my fel-
low colleagues, I hope you will join me today 
in wishing Miss Sadie Thomas a very happy 
birthday. May God continue to bless her with 
a long life. 
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IN HONOR OF CHURCHILL GRIMES 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 27, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Churchill ‘‘Church’’ Bragaw 
Grimes, who on August 31 retires as the Fish-
eries Ecology Division Director of the South-
west Fisheries Science Center in Santa Cruz, 
California. The Fisheries Ecology Division of 
the Southwest Fisheries Science Center pro-
vides research focused on Pacific Coast 
groundfish and Pacific Salmon. Results of 
their research help to manage fisheries as well 
as threatened and endangered species in the 
area. Churchill has made very important con-
tributions to resource conservation and man-
agement as the Director of the Fisheries Ecol-
ogy Division. 

Church has been active in the field of fish-
ery science and management for over 40 
years. He received both his B.S. and M.S. in 
biology from the East Carolina University at 
Greenville, North Carolina and his Ph.D. in 
Marine Sciences from University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. In 1977 he became 
the Assistant Professor of Marine Fisheries at 

Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey and was promoted to Associate Pro-
fessor in 1983. The following year he joined 
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
as a Fishery Ecologist in Panama City, Flor-
ida. He has since been with the NMFS serving 
as Chief (acting) Resource Survey Division in 
Pascagoula, Mississippi; Leader, Fishery Ecol-
ogy Investigations and Laboratory Director in 
Panama City; and Laboratory Director and 
Fisheries Ecology Division Director in Santa 
Cruz. 

Some of Church’s many contributions to the 
field of fishery science and management are 
his countless publications from his many years 
of ‘‘hands on’’ research in the lab and at sea. 
He has received numerous honors and 
awards including the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration Bronze Medal in 
1996 and again in 2006. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House as I commend Churchill ‘‘Church’’ 
Bragaw Grimes for all he has done and all he 
will undoubtedly continue to do. I extend my 
most sincere thanks and warmest wishes for 
his success and much happiness in his retire-
ment. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 26, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2584) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and 
for other purposes: 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Chair, I want to speak in 
favor of Mr. BASS’ amendment to restore funds 
to the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

More than 40 years ago, Congress made a 
commitment to the American public—a com-
mitment to use a small portion of revenues 
from offshore drilling toward natural resource 
conservation and outdoor recreation pro-
grams—a commitment to partially offset the 
depletion of limited natural resources that be-
long to us all. 

Diverting these funds goes against the 
promise that Congress made to the American 
public back in 1965 and the American public 
doesn’t support it. 

A new bipartisan poll released today by the 
LWCF Coalition shows that 85 percent of 
Americans support full funding for the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. 

The nation’s primary tool to conserve land 
for parks, wildlife refuges, forests, rivers, trails, 
historic and cultural sites. 

Cuts to the LWCF undermine the economic 
asset that our Federal, State, and local public 
lands represent in this country. 

And rob the American public of the oppor-
tunity to enjoy and recreate in these special 
places. 

According to the Outdoor Industry Founda-
tion, outdoor recreation activities, including 
hunting, fishing, camping, and other activities 
contribute a total of $730 billion annually to 
the economy. 

Supporting 1 of every 20 jobs in the U.S. 
and stimulating 8 percent of all consumer 
spending. 

Support jobs, support our natural treasures, 
and keep our commitment to the American 
public. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the Bass Amendment to re-
store funds to the LWCF. 
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HONORING MONSIGNOR GABRIEL 
GHANOUM 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 27, 2011 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Monsignor Gabriel Ghanoum for 
his dedicated service to the Miami area. Mon-
signor Ghanoum has been a fixture in the 
community since 1994, and currently serves 
as pastor of the St. Nicholas Melkite Greek 
Catholic Church in Delray Beach, Florida. 

In 1999 Monsignor Ghanoum started the 
Spanish Ministry at St. Jude’s Melkite Catholic 
Church, and served as its pastor until 2010. 
He still celebrates mass with St. Jude’s, often 
given to a standing room only crowd con-
sisting of people from all over the state of 
Florida, and all over the world. He also pro-
vides mass for the homeless community of 
Miami, the JFK Medical Center and his current 
parish, St. Nicholas’. It is through his homilies 
that Monsignor Ghanoum gives his parish-
ioners strength, motivation and insight into the 
power of prayer and devotion to God. 

Throughout his time in Miami, Monsignor 
Ghanoum has established diverse programs 
for the needy and homeless, assisted at Miami 
Children’s Hospital, and has served as a Vic-
tim’s Assistance Coordinator for Child Abuse, 
among various other programs and services. 
Currently, he assists the sisters of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity of Mother Teresa in the 
archdiocese of Miami. Along with his work in 
Miami, he has been a stalwart supporter of the 
Mexican Association of Aid to Children with 
Cancer. It is through programs such as these 
that Monsignor Ghanoum truly shines, and im-
pacts the lives of countless human beings. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Monsignor Gabriel Ghanoum for his continued 
service to the Miami community. As a true 
servant of the Lord, he has dedicated himself 
to his faith and his community. He has gone 
beyond the call of duty, and has consistently 
demonstrated the high values of priesthood. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
this outstanding individual, and I wish him con-
tinued success and happiness in the future. 
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